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SECRET MBFR VIENNA 0085 

FROM US REP MBFR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR: INFORMAL SESSION WITH EASTERN REPRESENTATIVES 
ON MARCH 4, 1975 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: IN THE MARCH 4 INFORMAL SESSION OF THE 
VIENNA TALKS, THE EAST WAS REPRESENTED BY SOVIET REPS 
KHLESTOV AND SMIRNOVSKY, POLISH REP STRULAK AND ACTING 
CZECHOSLOVAK REP MEISNER, AND THE ALLIES BY THE BELGIAN 
REP, UK REP AND US REP. THE SESSION PRODUCED NO NEW 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE EASTERN POSITION. ALLIED REPS PRESENTED 
REASONS WHY EASTERN PROPOSALS OF FEBRUARY 25 DID NOT REPRESENT 
A REAL CHANGE IN THE UNACCEPTABLE BASIC EASTERN POSITION. 
KHLESTOV SAID THAT THE LATEST EASTERN PROPOSALS SHOULD NOT 
BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTURE FROM THE BASIC EASTERN POSITION 
THAT REDUCTIONS SHOULD BE SYMMETRICAL OR THAT ALL PARTICIPANTS 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 MBFRV 00085 051607Z 

SHOULD ASSUME SPECIFIC OBLIGATIONS AT THE OUTSET. HE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


NONETHELESS CLAIMED THAT THE PROPOSALS DID REPRESENT IMPORTANT 

CHANGES IN EASTERN POSITION. CLAIMING THAT THE ALLIES 

HAD ORIGINALLY AGREED WITH THIS POSITION, KHLESTOV REITERATED 

THAT THE EAST WOULD NOT BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS DATA UNTIL 

AFTER RESOLUTION OF ISSUES OF PRINCIPLE SUCH AS THE 

QUESTION OF WHOSE FORCES SHOULD BE REDUCED FROM THE 

OUTSET AND WHICH FORCES SHOULD BE REDUCED. 

2. AT OUTSET OF THE SESSION, BELGIAN REP PRESENTED 
REASONS WHY, FROM VIEWPOINT OF EFFECTS ON THEIR OWN 
SECURITY, ALLIES COULD NOT ACCEPT ANY REDUCTION APPROACH 
UNLESS IT TOOK APPROPRIATE ACCOUNT OF THE FACT THAT THE 
TOTAL SIZE OF WESTERN FORCES IN THE AREA OF REDUCTIONS 
WOULD BE REDUCED AND LIMITED BY AGREEMENTS, BUT THE TOTAL 
SIZE OF THE FORCES OF THE MAJOR EASTERN DIRECT PARTICIPANT, 
LOCATED ON THE DIRECTLY ADJACENT TERRITORY OF THE SOVIET 
UNION, WOULD NEITHER BE REDUCED NOR LIMITED. POLISH REP 
CLAIMED THAT EASTERN MODIFICATIONS PRESENTED IN FEBRUARY 
25 SESSION REPRESENTED IMPORTANT NEW INNOVATIONS. UK 

REP PRESENTED JOINT VIEW OF THE ALLIES THAT THESE 
MODIFICATIONS REPRESENTED ONLY A SUPERFICIAL REARRANGEMENT 
OF THE COMPONENTS OF THE EASTERN REDUCTION APPROACH WITHOUT 
CHANGING ITS BASIC CONTENT, WHICH REMAINED UNACCEPTABLE 
TO THE WEST. 

3. CZECHOSLOVAK ACTING REP AGAIN PRESENTED CLAIM THAT 

ALLIES WERE DEPARTING FROM PRINCIPLES AGREED IN THE PRELIMINARY 
TALKS. US REP STRESSED NEED TO TAKE GEORGRAPHIC DISPARITIES 
INTO ACCOUNT IN ANY OBJECTIVE ASSESSMENT OF THE EFFECTS OF 
REDUCTIONS ON THE SECURITY OF PARTICIPANTS AND CHALLENGED 
EAST TO PRODUCE SPECIFIC DATA AS TO THE REDUCTIONS THEY 
ENVISAGED TO JUSTIFY EASTERN CLAIM THAT THEIR APPROACH 
ENVISAGED MORE PRECISE OBLIGATIONS THAN WESTERN APPROACH. 

4. IN LENGTHY DISCOURSE, KHLESTOV ATTEMPTED TO SUBSTANTIATE 
THE EASTERN VIEW THAT GEOGRAPHIC DISPARITIES WERE IRRELEVANT 
BECAUSE THE AGREED SUBJECT MATTER OF THE TALKS WAS REDUCTION 
OF FORCES WITHIN AN AGREED AREA. HE CLAIMED THAT IF SOME 
GEOGRAPHIC DISPARITIES WERE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT, THEN 

ALL SHOULD BE. 
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5. IT WAS AGREED TO HOLD THE NEXT INFORMAL SESSION ON 
MARCH 11, 1975. END SUMMARY. 

REMAINDER OF REPORT FOLLOWS VIA AIRGRAM.RESOR 
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